State of the Nation
A snapshot of the burden of lung cancer in Scotland
european rankings
Only 8.7% of lung cancer patients live
beyond five years after being diagnosed
– the third lowest in Europe6

In 2012, 5,070
new lung
cancer cases
were diagnosed
in Scotland2
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Lung cancer incidence rates
for men have fallen

Deaths from lung cancer each year
– more than twice as many as any
other cancer5
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a steady decline in male mortality rates
However, lung cancer
incidence rates for females
has increased2
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slow increase in female mortality rates4

Factors such as smoking, alcohol and
the historical risks associated with
Scotland’s industrial workforce,
contribute to high incidence rates4

Lung cancer patients in the Greater
Glasgow and Clyde NHS Board are much
more likely to die from their lung
cancer compared to Orkney NHS Board7

Lung cancer is the biggest cancer
killer in Scotland, accounting
for approximately a quarter of all
cancer-related deaths in 20121

About the UKLCC
Established in November 2005, the UK Lung Cancer Coalition (UKLCC) is a coalition of the UK’s
leading lung cancer experts, senior NHS professionals, charities and healthcare companies.
Through our campaigning activity we aim:
• To raise political awareness of lung cancer
• To raise the general public’s awareness of lung cancer – and especially encourage earlier
presentation and symptom recognition
• To empower patients to take an active part in their care
• To improve lung cancer services in the UK
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